WIladyslaw Mars (1918 - 1983)

WIladyslaw Mars in Polish Uniform, Bialystok 1938 (approx).

Wladyslaw Mars was born on the 11.06.1918 to Jozef and Agata, in teg, a small village to the East of
Cracow, on the Vistula river. He was the second oldest in a family of three brothers and three sisters.
He was baptised in the well-known Mogita Abbey a Cistercian monastery in the Nowa Huta District
of Krakdéw, Poland in May 1921. When he was six years old (1924) the family moved to the newly
acquired lands in the Ukraine. However, the move was not for long. The Winters were very severe
with a resurgent Ukranian Nationalist movement, which murdered and pillaged (Polish) settlements
making life intolerable. The family moved back to Cracow, settling down to a life which saw their
fortunes improve. Wladyslaw was a great sportsman: football, cycling, swimming and handball.
These were his passions. Wladyslaw finished school in June 1935 and later he joined the Polish Police
(1937) and rose quickly in rank. His first posting was in Czortkdw (now in the Ukraine).

Early 1939, as tensions began to rise with Nazi Germany. Polish officers were requested to train with
the K.O.P. (Korpus Ochrony Pogranicza) the - Border Protection Corps. Finally, when Germany
invaded Poland on the 1° of September 1939 to be followed by the Soviet Union on the 17t of
September 1939. Police Officers were seconded to the K.O.P. units. Wladyslaw took part in the
Battle of Szack on the 28™ of September 1939 against Soviet forces. General Wilhelm Orlik-
Rickemann was one of the pioneers of armoured warfare in Poland. The General was K.O.P.
commander and rescinded all soldiers under his command of their oaths and made plans to carry on
with the fight. With Poland defeated, he made his way to the Romanian border, where they were
interred. Then onwards to Hungary and finally to Trieste, Italy followed by ship to France. There they
joined fellow Polish soldiers and escapees where they were seconded to General Maczek’s newly
formed armoured division.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cistercian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowa_Huta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krak%C3%B3w

Back row, from left: Maria Mars, Hannah (baby), Leah Kight and
Wladyslaw. Front row: from left: Adam Mars and Dean Knight, 1981.

Middle photo is the last one of Wladyslaw, @ 1982.

ID Card issued in Hungary on the 25.01.1940. This stated that the bearer (Wladyslaw Mars) served in
the Police force in Czortkow.

1940, when France fell, most Poles fled to the UK where they re-formed into another military unit.
The following three years were spent training in Scotland, where they also acted as Coastal Defence.
This is where Wladyslaw ended-up.

1947, the Unit returned to the UK. Poles, who had wanted to return home did so, however, the vast
majority stayed in the UK. WIladyslaw of course opted to stay in the UK, after the resettlement he
went all over England: Liverpool, Hull. It was there that he got to work for the NCB (National Coal
Board) in late 1948 where he trained as a miner. All the family eventually transferred to Rotherham.
Not however to the Miner’s Hostel because he was married. The miner’s hostel was only for single
people. First of all the family lived at Grabowski’s (who would have the Polish club) then at the
Station Road residence in the early 1950S. From Station Road the family left for Harley Camp (near
the village of Harley) next to the Wentworth because it was closer to work. In Barley Hall Collierly
(Barnsley) he worked until 60. Health problems caused him to give up. After Barley Hall, he went on
to Silverwood Colliery (Rotherham). Where he retired, declared unfit for work.

“The mines finished my dad off, because of the way that some of them were treated. Cieslar worked
there with dad. He took him to work in his car. Dad was a Policeman before the war and not suited
to mining work. After coming to the UK he just wasn’t the same person. Bloody Poles...”

This account has been kindly provided interviewing Wladysaw’s son Derek.



1937, Taking the oath as an NCO Police Officer in Bialystok

1940, With the Polish army in France.



1940, With the Polish army in France.
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1940, with the Polish army in Scotland — part of the 1 Polish Armoured Division.
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1940, with the Polish army in Scotland — inspected by General Montgomery.



Soldier’s Service Book

1940, Platoon leader

1945, Sgt. Major
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