
THREE 

POLES IN ROTHERHAM AFTER THE WAR 

At Yalta in 1945, Allied Leaders assembled to finalise their arrangement for post-war Europe. In 

the case of Poland, they confirmed the Curzon line frontier, the demarcation line between 

Poland and Soviet Russia, agreed in Tehran two years earlier, thereby ratifying Poland’s loss of 

territory in the East to be ‘compensated’ by the award of former German territories in the West.  

Poland’s western frontier was fixed on the Oder and Western Neisse and Poland was then left to 

the Soviets.  

This had very serious implications for those wishing to return home and many were reluctant to 

do so, as they feared for their lives.  

In the case of Rotherham, the first influx of Poles occurred in 1947. This influx was composed of 

members of the Polish Western forces, whose involvement in the War had come to an end and 

who did not wish to return to a Poland under Communist control. After they had gone through 

the PKPR: Polski Korpus Przysposobienia & Rozmiesczenia (the Polish Resettlement Corps) and 

having been demobbed, they embarked on a new stage in their lives.   

The soldiers, being members of the Resettlement Corps, faced a number of stark choices: 

❖ to return to Poland at some point in the future;  

❖ to emigrate to another country; 

❖ to enlist in the British army; 

❖ to find work and settle in the UK. 

Of the soldiers who chose to find employment and settle in the UK, the majority took work down 

the coalmines and in steel works, as the work available for foreigners was rather limited. In the 

years that followed, the number of Poles in Rotherham rose to around 300-500 as others of 

their fellow countrymen arrived here from Germany after that country’s surrender and the 

liberation of the concentration camps. These “Displaced Persons” were incorporated into British 

industry; they, too, decided to work in Great Britain rather than return to Poland.  An example of 

such a displaced person who settled in Rotherham was Józef Kopcik (1924-1993). It wasn’t 

possible to retrieve his story; however he appears in photos later in Chapter IV. 

The Miners’ Hostel, Herringthorpe Valley Road, Rotherham 

Many of the Poles found accommodation in regional Miners’ hostels and, ironically, the way of 

life in those early years shared many of the same features as camp life during the war. With the 

influx of Poles, accommodation was needed, and it was in such camps that religious and social 

aspects of their culture had to be re-created. One such hostel was the Miners’ Hostel situated at 

the bottom of Herringthorpe Valley Road.  

 

The hostel comprises a number of separate buildings of various forms of construction 
and size dispersed over an area of about 71/2 acres. The buildings were designed to 
accommodate 200-250 miners or miner-trainees, together with administrative and 
operational staff, all on a residential basis. They were built when war-time austerity was 
at its height [1944]. Nevertheless, they are remarkably well preserved in view of their 



nearly 20 years life already, due in my opinion to first-class, regular and probably 
expensive, maintenance.  

 

Roughly a half of the buildings comprise a tightly planned block of Nissen type huts used 
for dormitories and ablution arrangements. The remaining buildings are of more 
conventional (though still of semi-temporary sectional types) construction; generally 
concrete frames with brick or clay infilling to external walls, pitched roofs of asbestos 
sheets.  They include a boiler-house serving the whole “colony” with steam and hot 
water for domestic and heating purposes, sick-bay, laundry, and staff-quarters. 

Extract from Rotherham Borough Engineer’s report, 09.09.1959. 

 

The structures didn’t last long, as nearly a year after their closure, an official letter stated that 
the clearance of buildings on the site was nearing completion. 

Ministry of Works, 27.04.1960. 



 

Polish Resettlement Corps: document for Stanisław Hasiuk.  



 

National Coal Board training: document for Leo Majewski, mentioned later in Chapter IV. 



 

   

Training and Registration: Edward Ligęza  (1914-1981) was discharged from the resettlement 

corps on the 08.05.1947 and like other Poles opted for work as a miner and settled at the 

Herringthorpe Miners’ Hostel.   



 

Immigration interviews: suspected Communist infiltration in the UK after the War led to 

interviews such as these for ‘aliens’. These were designed to try to catch out any Communist 

spies. Every foreigner (i.e. Pole, Ukrainian…) had to go through this procedure. 



    
First photo: Stanisław Hasiuk at left, Fr. Szymankiewicz at centre left. In the second photo, 

Marian Macko is the upright figure second from right. 

     

Poster: September 1939, POLAND risked all for liberty, yours as well as hers. September 1944, 

you have your liberty, but don’t forget POLAND’s.  Finally, at lower right, English girls would 

visit the lads for weekend dances at the camp (name unknown). 



 

Herringthorpe Valley Road Miners’ Hostel; the Polish miners show everyone how to play 

netball.   

 
Herringthorpe Valley Road Miners’ Hostel; Polish miners’ netball team photo; late 1940s. 

 


